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the same Sutta1 the Buddha himself mentions four classes of men worthy of a cairn or dagoba2. We may perhaps conclude that in the earliest ages of Buddhism it was usual in northeastern India to honour the bones of a distinguished man after cremation and inter them under a monument. This is not exactly relic worship but it has in it the root of the later tree. The Pitakas contain little about the practice but the Milinda Pafiha discusses the question at length and in one passage3 endeavours to reconcile two sayings of the Buddha, "Hinder not yourselves by honouring the remains of the Tathagatha" and "Honour that relic of him who is worthy of honour." It is the first utterance rather than the second that seems to have the genuine ring of Gotama.
The earliest known relics are those discovered in the stupa of Pipiuva on the borders of Nepal in 1898. Their precise nature and the date of the inscription describing them have been the subject of much discussion. Some authorities think that this stupa may bo one of those erected over a portion of the Buddha's oflhos after las funeral. Even Barth, a most cautious and sceptical scholar, admitted4 first that the inscription is not later than Asoka, secondly that the vase is a reliquary containing what wore believed to be bones of the Buddha. Thus in tlic time of Asoka tho worship of the Buddha's relics was well known and I sec no reason why the inscription should not be anterior to that time.
According to Buddhaghosa's Sumangalavildsini and Sinhalese texts which though late are based on early material5, Mahakassapa instigated Aj&tasattu to collect the relics of the Buddha, and to place them in a stupa, there to await the advent of ABoka, In Asoka's time the stupa had become overgrown and hidden by jungle but when the king was in search of rolicfl, its position was revealed to him. He found inside it an inscription authorizing him to disperse the contents and pro-
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